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Seven-fold Increase Because of Jesus! 

Rochelle’s team helps onboard new staff with the Jesus Film Project. It’s such a delight 

to hear how God uses these staff and their work in partnership around the globe. Recently, Je-

sus Film partnered in outreach ministry in South Sudan, and the Spirit of God moved as people 

heard the Good News of Jesus in their heart language. 

Here’s the back story: South Sudan is a trou-

bled nation in Africa. Hundreds of thousands of refu-

gees have fled the brutality of an aggressive religious 

culture in the north that especially seeks to silence 

followers of Jesus. 

About 10 years ago, a pastor with Wycliffe Bi-

ble Translators translated the Gospel of Luke for a 

people group of about 150,000 who lived there. Few 

could read, as they are an oral, story-telling culture, 

and the printed Scriptures bore little fruit. However, 

slowly, a small church was planted, eventually growing 

to 200 members. 

Then that same pastor translated the script of 

the “JESUS” film, based on the Gospel of Luke. Two 

thousand people attended the first showing! It was 

the largest gathering of people in this language group. 

Most had never seen a film and here was one in their language! 

The life and words of Jesus penetrated their hearts. The Holy Spirit assured them that 

what they were seeing and hearing was true, that Jesus died and rose for each of them, per-

sonally. When the pastor asked who wanted to follow Jesus, 1,200 people raised their hands! 

Immediately, they all wanted to be baptized in the nearby river. And God’s timing was 

perfect. That area is mostly arid with a river that flows only three to four weeks each year. On 

this day there was water! Baptizing them all was such a challenge that the pastor became ex-

hausted. So, he divided the people into groups of 25. As he pronounced baptismal words over 

each group, they dipped themselves in and out of the water. 

Through a single showing of “JESUS” that church of 200 people became 1,400—a seven

-fold increase—because they could see the visual portrayal of the gospel, hear the story and 

understand His Word in their heart language! 

God is drawing people to Himself across the globe. And as you partner with us, we help 

send staff who make stories like this possible all over the world. 

 

So many people came to Christ and want-

ed to be baptized that the pastor had to 

divide the people into groups of 25. 



Thank you so much for your faithful prayers and partnership with us! We are so 

blessed to be your missionaries mobilizing people to help fulfill the Great Commission. May 

His grace and peace be with you. 

With love in Jesus, 

Steve & Rochelle 

Prayer Requests 

1) Praise God for great meetings with key HR leaders and the lovely visit with our partners 

in California and family there! 

2) Pray with us for fall retreats happening on universities across the country, that many 

students will find good community and decide on great next steps of faith. 

3) Ask the Lord for wisdom as we work on each of our jobs helping get people ready for 

joining Cru and helping staff find new roles within Cru. 


